The Battle of Sedgemoor

But a happier story is that of John Swain, an athletic
native of Shapwich who, having been taken by Kirke's
dragoons, was being carried into Bridgwater followed by bis
young children and unhappy wife. At Loxley Wood he
begged that he might be allowed to show his prowess as a
jumper to his children, that they might have one memory
of him. The soldiers were willing enough and took off his
ropes, when with a hop, skip and jump he was off into a
coppice full of pitfalls and swamps from which his dupes
failed to recover him, nor was he heard of again until the
landing of the Prince of Orange, when he returned once
more to his wife and family.

It was, perhaps, the noise these stories made in London,
and the protests of good Bishop Ken against these atrocities,
that caused the Government to announce a Special Com-
mission of Assize to try the prisoners that were not executed
on the spot without even trial by Court Martial. This was
ante-dated July 8th, but was not drawn up until quite a
fortnight later, for once it was announced, the activities of
Colonel Kirke and his " lambs " would be contempt of
Court, which, with Jeffreys presiding over the Court, would
make the greatest ruffians in the King's service hesitate to
continue their massacres.

But it was a cruel age, and it seems that hundreds
attended Kirke's executions voluntarily^ and many other
citizens were ordered to attend them, and all of them, willing
or unwilling, went through the farce of drinking the Bang's
health as the drums rattled, the cart drew away, and the
bodies dangled in the air.

But this was only a lever &e-ricteau to the great master-
piece which James had planned for his west-country
subjects, the tragedy of the Bloody Assize*
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